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July  2003 
                                                                                        

Hello fellow Bobcat and Catalac sailors every where. 
 

 

<<<B.C.C.A. Members are affiliated with MOCRA and are invited to join in the following>>> 
 

MOCRA 2003 

CRUISING DATES 

Below are MOCRA’s Cruising plans for next season's events together with those received to date from our Affiliated Groups. If  you 
know of any other local event or have any other entries please let me know. They will be updated in the next issue and updated on 
our web site. Most of our Affiliated Groups will welcome MOCRA members but please check first with the association. MOCRA 
events are open to all. 

If you wish to have these details sent to you by email when they are updated please email Mike Millerchip with your details and 
your name will be added to the cruising distribution list. Email:  mocra@mlm.invictanet.co.uk 

 

DATE    EVENT     CLUB/CONTACT 

4-10 July  MOCRA Crystal Rally    MOCRA Cruising Section 

12-13 July                          HT Rally at Ryde Marina                                             HT/All  

1-8 August                          MOCRA Cruise in company to Scillis                      MOCRA/All 

August (TBC)  HT Summer Cruise    HT/All 

September   Weekend Cruise to Weymouth                               MOCRA Cruising Section 

September  Southampton Boat Show    CATALAC & MOCRA Cruising Section 

September  MOCRA Supper, (after Boat Show)  MOCRA CATALAC & Cruising Section/All 

20-21 Sept.  HT Rally at Newport    HT/All 

October                 MOCRA Cruising Committee meeting                       MOCRA AL (LSC) 

25-26 October  HT Rally at Gosport    HT/All 

November  AGM      MOCRA (RSYC) 

November (TBC)  Christmas Cruise - Ferry Day Trip                              IOA/MOCRA 

16 Jan 2004 (TBC) Annual Dinner, Speaker & Awards  MOCRA (RTSC) 

Autumn/Winter  Lectures and Out of season meets (TBA) MOCRA Cruising Section/All 

Contacts: 

MOCRA Cruising Section Chairman (Mike Millerchip) 01252-794330 

Committee Members: Mike Millerchip, John Hurst, Dave Parkinson. 
Affiliated Groups Representitive: Mike Barnsley 
  
BCCA:   Bobcat & Catalac Association (Peter Gimson) 01202-773749  
IOA:   Iroquois Owners Association (Dave Lewis) 01730-267623 
HA:   Hirondelle Owners Association (Tony Grundon) 01227-276408 
HTOWOA:     Heavenly Twins & Ocean Winds Association (Sue Morgan) 01635-871559 
TMSG:   Tamar Multihull Group (Tony Symes) 01752-815962 

TOA:   Telstar Owners Association (Mike Millerchip) 01252-794330  
FTA:   Farrier Trimaran Association (Mark Mount) 01227 830680 

President: BOB FREEMAN                                                                                 Founder: MARY LACK 
71 Longleaze, Wootton Bassett                                                                                                                                             

Wiltshire, SN4 8AS 

e-mail: BOBatLongleaze@aol.com 

  

   
Treasurer: RICK HARVEY                                                                                                    

44 Southway Carshalton Beeches.                                                                                                        Secretary 

Surrey.  SM5 4HW.                                                                                                                       PETER GIMSON  

e-mail: june.rick@btopenworld.com                                                                                            Tel: 01202 773749 

 

 
 

 

196 Harewood Avenue, 

Queens Park, Bournemouth, 

Dorset. BH7 7BQ 

  e-mail: P.Gimson@Bmthonline.net 

www.bobcatandcatalac.btinternet.co.uk 

 

mailto:mocra@mlm.invictanet.co.uk
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Just a reminder of the two main cruising dates for this summer. 
  

Crystal Rally 
 

It is intended that we shall retrace most of the route which this race used to follow back in the 1970's. 

We intend to sail in company from the Solent to Cherbourg, with a days stop over. 

Then onto Plymouth, via Eddystone, and hopefully meet up with the Tamar multihull group for a BBQ. 

 

(If supported to become an annual event): Currently 3 boats. 

  

Dates: 5
th

. July to 9
th

.July   (or any part there of to suit your commitments) 

 

Leave Solent: 

5th July Saturday (Some boats my leave Friday evening) and aim to be in Cherbourg for Saturday evening, 

meet in the Yacht Club. 

Cherbourg: 

Sunday 6th, day off and group evening meal ashore, I will book this once I know numbers. 

Monday 7th: Leave for Plymouth, arrive Tuesday morning, suggest we anchor in Cawsand Bay. 

Tuesday 8th evening: BBQ up the Tamar river. 

Wednesday 9th; boats make their way home, some boats may need to sail back to the Solent. 

(I will be leaving my boat at Pip Pattersons Yard for the month in readiness for the Scilly Isles Cruise). 

  

Prizes: 

We will be awarding Navigational Software and Charts as a prize should enough boats take part. 

   

Scilly Isles MOCRA Annual Cruise: 
 

This year we aim to cruise in company around the Scilly Isles weather permitting. 

We will leave from Plymouth and spend around 5/6 days exploring the islands. 

  

Saturday 2nd August we will meet in Cawsand Bay and head for the Helford River 

 

Sunday 3rd we will head out for the Scillies 

 

Monday 4th should find everyone anchored in Saint Marys Pool.(Our first port of call) 

 

Tuesday to Friday will be decided by those attending, but we aim to visit as many anchorages and islands as 

possible. 

 

Saturday/Sunday everyone should be back in Plymouth. 

  

This cruise will be modified as we go depending on who turns up and what we want to do. 

This is meant to be a relaxing cruise. 

 

Note: All skippers are reminded that they have the sole responsibly for safety of their vessel & crew. 

8 boats attending to date: 

Phaeton 33 

Maldives 32 

Farrier 9AX 30 

Farrier F24 24 

Telstar  26 

Kelsall Cat 27 

Woods 26 

Farrier 22 

Plenty of room for a few B.C.C.A. boats to attend and there are prizes !!!. ED 
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Prizes: 

 

I will be awarding further Navigational Software and Charts as a prize should enough boats take part. 

 So. if you are still interested in any part of these events even if you can only meet for one day please let me 

know. Those of you who have already shown interest. Can I ask you to re-confirm your participation as I 

have lost around 2 months of emails and may have missed you. I will send out detailed information to all 

emails I receive. 

Please note that mobile phone numbers have proved useful 48hrs before we start, however we normally use 

VHF when cruising. 

  

Note: All skippers are reminded that they have the sole responsibly for safety of their vessel & crew. 

  

 I look forward to meeting you all. 

  

Mike Millerchip  E..mail millerchip@riba-se.invictanet.co.uk 

Mikes numbers: 

Home +44 (01252) 794330 

Mobile +44 (0781) -2912471 

  

Also Johns numbers 

Home +44 (01252) -793755 

Mobile +44 (07770) -596501 
 

MOCRA Cruising. 
 

Please contact me if you think you might wish to join either of these cruises. 
 

If you are feeling more adventurous the next item may be of interest:ED. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> …Fastnet  Crew… Required…E. mail<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

 

 Mike Millerchip 
MOCRA 
I have just received this if anyone is interested. 
Mike Millerchip 
MOCRA 

 
-----Original Message-----From: pete [mailto:peter@islandcomputers.co.uk] Sent: 27 June 2003 17:31 
To: 'Mike Millerchip' 

Cc: Pete at home (E-mail) 
Subject: RE: Possible Fastnet Race? 

Mike 
 1     We are actively looking for Fastnet crew* - thats the urgent one so if you can email 
your contacts that would be great 
2    And also looking for ARC crew  
3     and delivery cruise down to The Algarve then later to The Canaries 
  
Regarding the Fastnet have prepared a pdf file but its at home. 
The big yachts all charge £2000 to include 2 RORC race qualifiers. Formula 1 are full 
up with 10 yachts in the Fastnet - not bad! 
Our offer is as follows: 
Brigand prepared, Vincent (15 Atlantic crossings, Brigand skipper for 5 years) and 
myself (Olympian, 5xWorld Champion, won Admirals Cup and Fastnet) but we are laid 
back! - simply happy to help explain the why's of trimming, navigation, strategy and 
tactics, weather outlook to any interested crew, safety compliance, food, fuel and gas, 
entry fee, boat insurance,  

mailto:millerchip@riba-se.invictanet.co.uk
mailto:[mailto:peter@islandcomputers.co.uk]
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Crew get to helm by day and by night, stand watches, trim sails, help navigate and yet 
sleep in comfy beds and not have to sit crouched over the side for 3 days. 
300 nautical mile Fastnet Qualifier evening Friday 18th July to Sunday 20th July    
£250 (bring a friend for free) 
608 nm RORC Fastnet Race Sunday 10th August to Friday 15th August       £950 
includes 
130 nm Plymouth to Cowes (can bring a friend again) 
  
Can consider reductions for medical staff, vast experience or any suggestions  
If people want to go cost sharing my actual costs are £50,000 per year including 
insurance so it always difficult to amortise that theway they may intend! 
Should be a fun trip anyway which is the main point. 
Also a great chance to try a large multihull, go round the Rock, participate in a great 
British classic, and get 1000+ miles towards sea miles qualifications - let alone being a 
moving hotel with a great view all for around a pound a mile 
Cheers 

Peter Newlands   direct tel +44 1983 827100  mobile 07887 801407 
Island Computer Systems Ltd  
Maxsurf Distributor, MicroStation Reseller 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> …Fastnet  Crew… Required…E. mail<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

 

Heaving too with Redouble CL 9.144 

By Peter Denning 

Under sail is something that I have not done on Redouble nor had any need to. 
It has been talked about a few times and was mentioned again during a day sail which led us to trying it 
and this article …. 
 
The jib is backed or sheeted to windward and the main is sheeted amidships and the helm is put a-lee. 
In simple terms tack and leaving the genoa / jib alone and once round alter the helm so as to try and tack 
again. 
Hopefully you are now hove to. 
The force of the main and rudder is counterbalanced by the backed jib. 
When the bow comes up into the wind the jib causes the boat to fall off.  The main and rudder drive the 
boat forward and the cycle is repeated. 
Redouble repeated the cycle through about 60 degrees and was ‘sailing’ at nearly 2 knots.  
Letting the main out a bit eased the power and allowed her to ride nicely about 70 degrees of the wind and 
at 0.7 knots through the water. 
The motion was comfortable and if on starboard tack other vessels should give way ……. 
This was tried out in a North Westerly with 20 knots in Christchurch Bay so the sea was relatively settled.  
In worse conditions someone may be needed on the helm to help maintain the equilibrium. 
 
If I was to do it again I would reduce the foresail so that it (material) was not rubbing or resting against the 
standing rigging.  This would possibly also entail reducing the main by reefing and possibly even letting it 
out. 
 
Most books acknowledge that the traditional long keel is better than boats with a fin and skeg at heaving to.  
 
Multihulls are not mentioned and as they can handle like motor boats in the wind due to windage best 
sailing practice has to be taken with a pinch of salt at times.  These, I hasten to add, are my own views built 
up over 20 years and can sometimes conflict with other learned views!     
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> …Advise Required…E. mail<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

 
CL 9.903 PIPERS DREAM 

 

e.mail: drifting-dreaming@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Hi Peter 

 

Hope all is well. 

Still not launched yet been messed about with house sale, we still wait. Have not received May News letter 

is Junes out yet? Can you tell me what type of anchors you and other folk use? We have a large danforth it's 

too big to get in and out of the locker easily, also a smaller, looks like a brittany, but does'nt stow on deck 

well. The bow roller is very small anchors then too heavy to lift over bows having new roller made to extend 

over bows a little further but our anchors are still rather heavy to handle. Any suggestions had thought about 

cqr or delta to stow in bow roller as ours can't are these ok to use on our boats? Any advice appriciated. 

Hope your sailing season is going well. 

 

Many thanks Toni & Elma  
 
Please don’t talk about the launching we are now heading for darker nights and we are 

not in the water either. I use a Danforth stowed on deck. If anyone out there uses either an 
anchor stowed in a bow roller or has experience of other anchor types please let Toni or I 
know. ED.. 

 

………………………………Owner’S mOd’S…………………………… 

 

Dear Peter 
 
Further to the April 2002, newsletter item concerning prop modifications, the following may 

be of interest:- 
 

August 2001 – new Yamaha 9.9 ultra long 4 stroke purchased. 

 
Although much better than ‘white’ 9.9, I really wanted a 15hp version but they don’t 
supply with the ultra long leg 

  
 My suppliers, Fairweather Marine Ltd of 43 Old Gosport Road, Fareham, PO16 OPX – 
01329 283500 – advised that the only difference in the two models was the carburetter.  
Once correctly set up (not a DIY job) the performance was hugely better but on full throttle 

the engine reached the rev limiter.   
 
I thus contacted Streamline Props of Unit 17 Cavendish Mews, Grosvenor Road, Aldershot, 

Hants GU11 3EH – 01252 316412 - who repitched the standard prop to 11” x 11”.  First 
trials with a fully loaded 8 metre in little wind indicate a maximum speed of 7+ knots and 
a greatly improved ability to manoeuvre. 

 
Geoff Kemp of Cyndycat CL 8.128 

 
Many thanks Geoff. 

 
Which engine, what size and which prop pitch are questions that we are often asked. 
If anyone has info on speeds/fuel consumption of their engine/engines Petrol  or Deisel… 

Please let us know so we can keep a record for other owners.ED 
 
.>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
 

mailto:drifting-dreaming@tiscali.co.uk


 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The sun always shines and the temperature in winter never falls below 11°C!” 

This was the carrot that lured us donkeys on our arrival at Siracusa, Sicily. “But what about 

the Mafia?”  - we were dying to ask, but didn’t dare!  

Shortly after we were overwhelmed with friendliness from marina staff and locals alike and 

discovered a city with a harmonic blend of old and new architecture and a quirky lifestyle 

unique to Sicilians. 

So the ‘donkeys’ decided to stay for the winter and the ‘carrot’ is proving to be very tasty!    

 

When we first set off on our adventures in 1999, we couldn’t quite get to grips with the 

interruption of our cruising having to stop somewhere for the winter.  We thought that it was 

just a waste of time when we could be still travelling and seeing more places. But now we have 

realised we are (a) time rich (b) it’s not so comfortable to cruise after October (generally 

speaking) and (c) and perhaps most important of all – we can get to know a town/city and it’s 

language, culture more thoroughly instead of just skimming the surface. 

 

As you know our first winter was spent in Aigue Mortes in the south of France, the second in 

Aguadulce in the south of Spain, last year in Mahon on the Balearic island of Menorca and this 

winter in Siracusa on the island of Sicily.  In each place we have made many friends, got to 

know the best bars and ‘parlez-ed’ with the locals and albeit temporarily, woven ourselves into 

everyday life.  People are as intrigued with us and accept and welcome our unconventional way 

of life. 

 

Let us back-track for the moment to last winter and life in Mahon.  In our last letter we left 

you with the devastating November hurricanes, fortunately there was no repeat performance 

and we flew back to the UK in early December to spend Christmas with family and friends and 

to prepare our house for marketing (yes we had finally decided to ‘Sell up and Sail’ for good). 

 

On our priority list on arrival was to visit my Mum who had just moved into a warden assisted 

apartment after living in the family home for 60 years.  Her health was failing, but she still 

remained fiercely independent.  After a spell in London we travelled to Wales and then spent a 

wonderful Christmas back in Kent at Sam and Richard’s house, together with Zőe, Emma and 

their families.  The only cloud on the horizon was that my Mum was unable to make the journey 

to Kent from London to spend Christmas with us as planned.   

 

For once transport wasn’t the usual headache as Paul’s Dad had decided to buy a new car and 

 

The Adventures of ‘Squib’ 

 
2002/3 

 

By Judy and Paul Thompson 

 

 

 

Ciao Italia e Bonjour?! 
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loaned his ‘old’ one to us for the duration which saved us the expense of renting one.  With so 

much to and fro-ing and house clearing it was a godsend and in January with our return flight 

quickly approaching we thought it might be nice to take the scenic route back to Mahon by car 

and have the use of it (luxury!) in Menorca, so we bought it and did just that.  We sold our air 
tickets to Len and Gill of Lady Bear fame, who were also spending some time in the UK and with 

one last, very emotional, visit to Mum, who by now had been admitted to hospital for tests, we 

set off on another adventure across France and Spain. 

 

‘Bonjour’ France! Of course we headed straight for Sancerre to visit Paul’s sister Mandy and 

husband Denis ‘en famile’, we hadn’t seen them since last in the canals in ‘Squib’.  As usual they 

made us very welcome and after a week of catching up with all the news and gossip (and getting 

to grips with the Euro!) we said ‘au revoir’ and headed south to the border town of Toulouse.  

We spent a pleasant evening and the following day exploring this fascinating and historical town 

and vowed to return by boat someday by means of the canal du midi which snakes its way 

through the centre.  Next stop the cold, but beautiful slopes of Andorra, oh if only we could 

ski, it looked so inviting – I’ve got the padding so I suppose that’s a start!   
 

‘Hola’ Espaņa! And the next day found us back again to one of our favourite places, Barcelona.  

We managed to find a reasonably priced hotel on La Ramblas, the main street and proceeded to 

do the whole tourist bit with a guided tour on an open top bus which was warm in the sun, but 

incredibly cold in the early evening!  It was the start of Gaudi year and naturally all his 

architecture was being promoted.  He designed some wonderful and totally wacky, off the wall 

(if you pardon the expression), fantasy land structures which we had great fun visiting. 
 

Next evening, we caught the overnight ferry direct to Mahon.  This was megabucks so we cut 

the cost and slept in the bar/ballroom on padded seats, it seems we were the only poor ones as 

we had the place all to ourselves!  Back to Mahon and Squib was waiting loyally for us.   

We quickly settled back into the chilled out approach to life, caught up with all the goss and 

began to explore the island, discovering inland was just as beautiful as the coast.  We got down 

to a few maintenance jobs which had been nagging and then 2 weeks after our we got back, my 

brother Nige phoned early one morning in February (Valentine’s Day) to say that Mum had died 

during the night – it was 62 years to the day since she had met my Dad.  It shocked me as a 

phone call to her a couple of days before had been very positive and it seems she was 

definitely on the mend.  
 

My sister and all my 3 brothers including Chris from Australia made it to the funeral.  Having 

their support and of course Paul’s was beyond words.  The service was a full on communion 

insisted upon by the vicar as ‘befitting’. In the eulogy and at the wake which followed, Mum 

was remembered by all without exception, for her sense of humour and fun and her wonderfully 

daft nature.  Goodbye Mum. 
 

Back in Mahon once more and at times the grief was overwhelming; I remembered the good 

times and the fun we’d had as kids with Mum around, a tradition continued with her 

grandchildren.  She had been an inspiration and had totally endorsed our bohemian way of life 

and longed for the next chapter of our adventures.  So with these positive vibes I somehow 

made it through the following months. 
 

We kept ourselves busy with more exploring, visiting Mahon’s interesting military museum, 

catching up with, of course, the 6 nations rugby and the inevitable socialising and boules 

playing.  On the subject of socialising, the business of the annual birthdays has to be 

addressed as were both soon to reach the big five O within a few weeks of each other, we 

naturally got busy with the plans for a fiesta.  At the end of March, on a days’ respite from 

some very wet weather, we had a huge knees up on the quay, with plenty of balloons, flags, 



 

8 

silly hats, posters and a ‘through the ages’ collage of photos of Paul (did he ever look that 

sweet?).  Of course the champagne (well Cava), wine and beer flowed and when evening fell, we 

adjourned to a boat and the guitar and mouth organ came out and the sing-song began.  A day 

to remember, the ages we’ll conveniently forget. 
 

The car continued to be a godsend until one day when I went into Mahon town centre to collect 

some foam to make some cockpit cushions and parked the car.  The rain was torrential and 

after swiftly making my purchase I paddled my way back to the car just in time to see the tow 

truck taking it to God knows where.  The traffic warden doing the organising, did his best to 

direct me to the compound in his best English/Spanish, but after searching for over half an 

hour and dying for a pee (I blamed it on the rain) I went back to ‘Squib’ feeling very sorry for 

myself.  Paul offered no sympathy and sent me off again armed with a wad of car documents.  

Around the corner John, a friendly mechanic from the marina stopped and offered me a lift. 

When I related my tale of woe he told me it wasn’t uncommon in Mahon to be towed away and 

took me straight to the compound.  The whole episode had taken 3½ hours and cost €40, I was 

very careful where I parked after that. 
 

After Paul’s Dad and his friend Joan spent a pleasant few days with us on a diversion from 
their holiday in Mallorca at the beginning of April, we prepared to have ‘Squib’ lifted out to 

change her ‘nappy’.  Not a job either of us looks forward to, but has to be done.  With ‘Squib’ 

on the hard, the sun shining and overalls donned, it took us a manic couple of days to anti-foul, 

replace anodes, check stern glands and sea cocks and then give her a good spit and polish.  Paul 

also serviced and fitted the props which had previously given us so many problems and fingers 

crossed no more tantrums.  
 

 Back into the water and we both immediately got itchy hulls and strained at the mooring line 

to set off again.  We thought it prudent to do a test run before we attempted the non- stop, 

2 day, 200 miles crossing to Sardinia, so together with Lady Bear we sailed to Isla del Aire on 

the south eastern corner of Menorca, which is home to a unique breed of black lizards.  It 

took us no time to explore this tiny, normally uninhabited island and found a bunch of guys living 

almost rough, carrying out an exercise to count and identify the migrating birds, which they 

caught in huge nets.  The lizards just slithered and basked in the sun seemingly oblivious.  Back 

to Mahon harbour and our old haunt of Outboard Lost Overboard fame, (Cala Taulera where we 

dropped anchor for a tranquil night.  The following day with a strong wind forecast, we ducked 

back into the marina for a week and made final preparations to leave. 
 

Whilst waiting for a weather window we witnessed a fiesta for St George’s Day which is quite 

bizarre as the English don’t generally celebrate this.  During the evening of the 23rd of April in 

Menorca, they stage a re-enactment of the signing of the treaty of Amiens when Menorca was 

handed back to the Spanish by the English, this is an important event for them obviously and 

one which demands full on pomp and ceremony.  During the day all over Spain, which we don’t 

think is linked to St Georges Day, they also hold a huge book and rose fair in every town, we 

think the idea is to encourage reading and in the process you get a free rose for your loved 

one. 
 

With the help of the internet (yes we finally managed to connect after 8 months) and the newly 

acquired SSB (single side band - short wave radio) we got a good 5 day weather forecast.  We 

sold the car to a guy in the marina for what we’d paid for it.  Unfortunately, we were to miss 

Gini and Ken’s return from working and skiing in France for the winter by 1 day, but the 

weather dictates and no doubt our seas will cross again some day.  We said our farewells to 

the many friends we had made and late one afternoon we set sail in tandem with Len and Gill on 

Lady Bear for Sardinia. Our Longest Journey so far will begin in next months news letter. 

Judy & Paul Thompson. 
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